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1. Kovinatilliak Parr: Untitled, Cape Dorset, Nunavut, mid 1960s, coloured pencil on paper, 19 %" x 25 5"

2. Memory Aid drawing, Navajo, Arizona or New Mexico, ca. 1940s, graphite and watercolor on paper, 8” x 10 %"

3. Ledger Drawing, Attributed to Carl Matches (Nah-hi-yurs), Southern Cheyenne, Central Plains, ca. 1875-78, graphite and
coloured pencil on lined paper, 6 18" x 8 V4"

FRIEZE NEW YORK 2018
Randall’s Island Park, New York
May 3-6, 2018

Booth F3

Preview Openings: Wednesday, May 2nd and Thursday, May 3rd, 2018

Donald Ellis Gallery is pleased to announce its participation, for the second time, in Frieze
New York to be held in Randall’s Island Park, New York, from May 3-6, 2018 with VIP pre-
views on May 2nd and May 3rd.

This year the gallery will present a curated exhibition of major historical works on paper by
Native American artists ranging from Navajo Memory Aid drawings from the American
Southwest and Plains Indian Ledger Drawings from the late 19th and the early 20th century,
to drawings by some of the most remarkable Inuit artists of the 20th century.

One highlight of the presentation will be a selection of drawings by Inuit artist, Kovinatilliak
Parr (1893 - 1969) who lived a traditional nomadic hunting life before settling down in Cape
Dorset, Nunavut. Parr began drawing in 1961 at the age of 68 creating a body of approxi-
mately 2000 works. His drawings are regarded as a record for future generations of the tra-
ditional hunting and nomadic lifestyle of the Inuit. His reductive and direct style shows only
the most essential features of humans and animals, depicting actual hunting events from his
personal memories.
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Beyond their captivating aesthetic qualities, Navajo Memory Aid paintings and drawings had
a more pragmatic and rather crucial purpose as well. They originated as a means of memo-
rizing the multitude of patterns and motifs a Navajo medicine man had to learn in order to
perform healing ceremonies and rituals that revolved around sand paintings. There are old
references to these aids being drawn on pieces of hide or muslin and used when a certain
ceremony was performed.

Additionally, we will also exhibit an important group of Plains Indian ledger drawings span-
ning from the late 19th to the early 20th century. Their presentation is not only a response to
but also evidence of the growing interest from the field of contemporary and modern art in
Plains Indian drawings, this little known but highly important aspect of American art history.

Donald Ellis Gallery, the internationally pre-eminent dealer in the field of historical Native
American art, has been servicing private collectors, corporations and museums since 1976.
The gallery maintains a particular emphasis on the art of the Inuit, Northwest Coast and
Eastern Woodlands cultures.

For more information and Press Images please contact us at info@donaldellisgallery.com
or at +1-646-577-9489.
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